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The OECD Development Centre forecasts that real growth in the region will return to pre-crisis levels 
of 5.5% in 2013-17. Asia’s economic prowess will be supported not only by strong export 
performance, which has been a powerful driver of growth in the region, but also by the growing 
strength of domestic demand. In particular, private consumption and investment will become the 
main engines of growth in many ASEAN countries. 

 
However, in sustaining such growth, two sets of issues remain to be tackled. The first set deals with 
countries being left behind in the region’s progress leading to disparities among countries in the 
region. The second set of issues deal with countries that have advanced find themselves at a stage 
where further rapid gains in productivity become more difficult to achieve and the risks increase of 
falling into a “middle-income trap” of slower growth. 
 
There will be two presentations in this workshop: The Southeast Asia Economic Outlook for 2013, 
which was released last November at ASEAN Business and Investment Summit in Cambodia, will be 
presented firstly and then an issue of middle income traps, which will be a special thematic focus of 
next edition of the Outlook (i.e. Outlook 2014), will be discussed. The second presentation will focus 
on how the trap is becoming a matter of concern for ASEAN’s middle income countries taking the 
example of Indonesia, and how it may become a future concern for other ASEAN countries. 

 

  Programme 

Moderator: Pitchaya Sirivunnabood, ASEAN Integration Monitoring Office, 

ASEAN Secretariat 

Presentations 

 Southeast Asian Economic Outlook 2013: with Perspectives on 

China and India, Kensuke Tanaka, Head of Asia Desk, OECD 

Development Centre 

 Middle Income Trap in Asia (-Special focus of Outlook 2014), 

Yose Rizal Damuri, Economist, Centre for Strategic and International 

Studies (CSIS) 

 

Discussant: Edimon Ginting, Deputy Country Director, Indonesia Resident 

Mission, Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

 

Open discussion 

 


